                    IPSC World Shoot XIV.

                   Regional Directors report of World Shoot XIV

On arriving at the World Shoot Range in Guayaquil Ecuador on the Saturday before the pre match was due to start it appeared a World Shoot was a long way off, with very little work done to prepare the stages.

Through a hand full of dedicated Range officers including our Australian “Roo Crew” involved, I think the pre match may not have happened, there was however a comment that it be cancelled, then a suggestion to run over a two day period, 18 stages per day.

Thankfully this suggestion  did not happen and the pre match got underway on time with 10 stages day one, 14 stages day two then on the last day 12 stages  to finish the pre match.

The Assembly on the following Saturday will be a separate report but was conducted in accordance with the constitution of IPSC World Body. 

World President Nick was re elected with full support from the Assembly delegates for three years.

Sunday saw the opening at the Water Front in Guayaquil with a Navy band which played throughout the entry of each country represented who marched in their uniforms, this took a considerable time due to 57 Regions taking part in the 2005 championships.

The Australia Team representatives marched together with all Australian IPSC members who attended and presented a large number of Green and Gold, great sight and one is very proud to be part of this event.

During the speeches we were presented with a fly pass by three Ecuador jet fighter aircraft, passed three times before departing, what a way to celebrate an opening for an IPSC World Shoot. 

IPSC World President officially opened the 2005 World IPSC Championships. 

Monday morning started the main match with squads appointed for the morning section 7am to 1pm then the others from 1pm till late. This formate was to run throughout the 6 days of competition changing each day so each squad had alternative early mornings.

The 36 stages were all set up and had been tested during the pre match and all were set to go for the main match, ample shade was available even though it was very warm at times when the sun came out which was normally in the afternoon, then it was hot.

Ranges were well spaced with three main areas, main shed housed the registration and firearm check plus all the sponsors selling tables, food was also available with ample area with table and chairs.

The range preparation prior with high sides and flat surface with tonnes of earth moved around allowed for the props and targets to be employed.

Talking of targets it was interesting to see many competitors have misses on the two swinging target system that were installed on many stages, swinging the opposite way with a penalty target in between as they crossed, and swinging fast with heavy weights attached, these presented difficulties for many.

The Range officers who were at the Range very early each day and left very late did a great job as the pressure was with them throughout the match ( 6 full days) and with many Regions supplying RO’s it was truly International, congratulations  to each and every one of them, great job well done.

The CRO, were called on many times to check targets and other issues which presented during the match.

There were only three arbitrations for the match which came late on the last day.

The Australian Men’s Open team was part of the God squad with the Worlds Best competitors including the 2002 World Champion, who went on the hold this title in 2005.

As we know our Men’s Open team took out third team placing, congratulations to them and their ability to be placed up there with the best, not only great competitors but also ambassadors for Australia.

Our Open Ladies did very well taking out third placing as a team, with third place outright to our champions lady Linda Blowers, well done to the team and special congratulations to Linda, all true ambassadors for Australia we are all very proud of your efforts.

The Australian Standard team was up against it from the start to compete on an equal playing field due to restrictions placed on Australia with the type of firearm we can own and practice with at home, however their efforts were recognised, unfortunately for the first time NZ were placed in front of Australia in this division.

This is no reflection on our NZ friends but clearly shows we have lost the ability to compete fairly and equally at this International World Match and International matches in the future in Standard division

Well done to our Standard team who were places 16th under the circumstances you did well.

The Australian Production team who achieved 14th position were under the same difficulty and did well considering.

Our Australia Junior champion Justin Arthur was with a top level squad of International juniors from the USA and France, Justin did well considering this is his first World Shoot and is young enough to still be a junior in 2008. Justin gained the respect from his fellow junior competitors as the match continued and finished strongly.

One of the most difficult position undertaken at an major International Match is in Stats, as recording competitors scores is a very important role, our Jayne Moon assisted by Fay Martel worked through the competition from sun up to well past 10 pm each night, this work is unseen and away from the main competitor , our sincere congratulation and thanks to you both for your professional ability and dedication , you did Australia proud.

The contingent of Australian Range Officers are well recognised for their performance while on the Range, unfortunately Duncan was not seen for three days due to food sickness but recovered well to uphold the Australian tradition that our Range Officer have developed in many International Matches for their dedication and skills as high level International Range Officers.

The presentation night was held at the same location as the opening of World Shoot XIV with table and chairs set up in and around the main section were the presentation took place, this followed a fireworks display to end the Competition.

Every International Match including a World Shoot gave us the opportunity to consider different areas that we can improve on, this match and other matches have given us the opportunity to consider new items like double swingers, props etc, it also enables us to consider other improvements that will benefit the running and organization on major high level sanctioned matches.

World Shoot XIV has run for 9 full days with the Assemble and opening days in between and although there were some difficulties as you might expect when organising a World Shoot the match went ahead with all the determination and pride headed by Victor Ferrero the IPSC Regional Director Ecuador who was also the Match Director.

A more detailed report on the World Shoot and our teams will be presented at the AGM for the Executive committee .

Congratulations to our team members, team manager, Range Officers, Stats and all the individual Australian’s who participated in these Internationals Championships.

Des Lilley   Regional Director Australia.                        

